





























































































































Varieties for the West

The western strawberry-grow-
ing regions are divided into
three areas: the Rockies and
the Great Basin, western
Washington and Oregon, and
California.

The Rockies and
the Great Basin

Recommended for these areas
are the following varieties
described earlier: ‘Cyclone’,
‘Dunlap’, ‘Gem’, ‘Ogallala’,
‘Ozark Beauty', ‘Sparkle’, and
‘Trumpeter’,

Western Washington
and Oregon

‘Hood’ These midseason ber-
ries are large, conical, bright
red, and glossy. They are held
high in upright clusters and
are good fresh or in preserves.
Plants are resistant to mildew
but susceptible to red stele.
Origin: Oregon.

‘Northwest’ This late mid-
season variety produces large
fruit at first, then smaller

Netting is the best way to protect ripe berries from birds.

fruit later in the season. The
berry has crimson skin and
red flesh and is firm, well
flavored, and good fresh, in
preserves, or for freezing. The
plants are very productive and
s0 resistant to virus diseases
that they can be planted
where virus has killed other
varieties. Origin: Washington.
‘Olympus’ The late midsea-
son fruit is held well up on
arching stems. The berries are
medium to large, bright red
throughout, tender, and firm.
The plants are vigorous but
produce few runners. They
resist red stele and virus dis-
eases but are somewhat sus-
ceptible to botrytis infection.
Origin: Washington.

‘Puget Beauty’ The large,
glossy, very attractive fruit
has light crimson skin. The
flesh is highly flavored, excel-
lent fresh, and good for freez-
ing and preserves, The plants
are large and upright with
moderate runner production.
They resist mildew but are
somewhat susceptible to red

stele. Locally available. Origin:

Washington.

‘Quinault’ An everbearer
with a moderately early crop,
heavier in July through Sep-
tember, the fruit is large and
soft with good coler. The plant
produces good runners. Origin:
Washington.

‘Rainier’ These late midsea-
son berries are large, firm, and
of good quality. The plants are
vigorous with large leaf blades
but moderate runner produc-
tion. Origin: Washington.
‘Shuksan’ This midseason
variety bears large firm ber-
ries that are bright red, glossy,
and broadly wedge shaped.
The fruit is good for freezing,
and the plants are vigorous.
Origin: Washington,

California

‘Douglas’ This large, uni-
form, midseason fruit is light
red and firm. The plant is very
vigorous and produces early
berries when planted in Octo-
ber. Good in Southern Califor-
nia. Origin: California.

‘Pajaro’ The large, uniform,
early fruit has red skin and
firm flesh, This berry does
well along the central coast
for spring and summer berries.
It does well in the Central Val-
ley for early season berries.
Locally available. Origin:
California.

‘Sequoia’ This is an early
variety that may even bear in
December. The exceptionally
large fruit is dark red and
tender with soft flesh of excel-
lent flavor. Harvest frequently
for best quality. The plant is
erect and vigorous, with many
runners. It is recommended for
home gardens on the central
and south coast. Plant in Octo-
ber and November. Widely
available. Origin: California.

‘Shasta’ This large midsea-
son berry is bright red and
glossy with firm red flesh and
is good for freezing or pre-
serves. The plants are fairly
vigorous with a moderate
number of runners. They have
some resistance to mildew and
virus diseases. Locally avail-
able. Origin: California.
‘Tioga' This early berry is
medium red and glossy, with
firm flesh that is fine for pre-
serves or freezing. The plant is
vigorous, moderately resistant
to virus, and fairly tolerant of
salinity, but highly susceptible
to verticillium wilt. It is good
for late-summer planting.
Origin: California.

‘Tufts’ This midseason
berry is red, extremely firm,
and very large. This is a good
variety for Southern Califor-
nia. Origin: California.

Everbearing Varieties for
California

These are heavy berry produc-
ers and do not form many run-
ners. Plant them anytime, and
they will produce medium-
sized berries in just 90 days.
Try ‘Aptos’, ‘Brighton’, ‘Fern’,
and ‘Hecker'.



A nut is the “pit" of a fruit.

NUTS

Nut trees—with the exception
of the filbert, or hazelnut—
grow into extremely large
trees. They make excellent
shade trees and are beautiful
when grown to full maturity,
but they are not suitable for
small yards. Like any fruit
tree, they are subject to a fair
amount of disease and insect
attack, yet their size makes
adequate spraying impossible
for the average homeowner.
Because of this nut trees
should be viewed as large
shade trees that often reward
you with nuts, but not always.
You should not count on a
large harvest every year.

All nut trees need plenty
of water because they are so
large and deep rooted. Where
summer rainfall is adequate,
little irrigation is needed. In
warm dry climates where sum-
mer rainfall is uncommon, nut
trees need occasional deep
watering. Run the hose at a
trickle for 24 hours on each
quarter of the root system.

That is, water for 4 days, mov-
ing the hose to the next quad-
rant of the root circumference
each day. This may be neces-
sary every two weeks, month-
ly, or only once during the
summer, depending on the
weather.

Almonds

The almond’s kinship to the
peach is evident at all times of
the year—from bare tree to
peachlike blossoms and leaves,
and even to the, green, ined-
ible fruit surrounding the ed-
ible kernel that is the almond.

Almond trees produce best in
California and Arizona where
spring frosts and summer rain
are rare. But the regions in
which they bear well consti-
tute only a fraction of their
growing range. Almonds typi-
cally flower very early and
they are highly vulnerable to
frost. If the flowers escape

Almond tree

frost damage and set fruit, the
developing fruit may be ruined
by late frosts. The best almond
climates are areas where the
last frost date is not likely to
damage blossoms and where
summers are long, warm, and
dry so the fruit can develop
and ripen well.

Gardeners in less-than-
ideal climates still have a
chance at success with al-
monds. Where untimely frosts
pose potential problems, select
only late-flowering cultivars.
If possible plant on a north
slope where the lower light
delays bloom and cold air
drains away, Cool, moist sum-
mer regions usually don’t pro-
vide enough heat for ripening
fruit well, but some success
is possible if you give trees
the sunniest (usually western)
exposure,

Since almonds are graft-
compatible with peaches, nec-
tarines, and plums, some home
growers hedge their bets by
grafting one or more of these
fruits to the almond, assuring
some sort of crop.

A mature almond tree is
20 to 30 feet tall and dome
shaped with a spread roughly
equal to the height. Newly
planted trees will start to bear
in about 4 years, and the pro-
ductive lifespan is about 50
years, Most cultivars need
another almond as a pollinator
(exceptions are noted as self-
fertile). If you don’t have
enough room for two trees, dig
an extra large planting hole
and plant two almonds close
together.

See page 46 for pruning
and training instructions.

Almonds grow best in a
deep soil (6 feet or more) but
are not fussy about type as
long as it drains well and is
not saline. Almonds are more
drought tolerant than most
other fruit trees, though
drought reduces quantity and
quality of the crop. Where
summer rainfall is light or
lacking, the best watering re-
gime is a thorough, deep irri-
gation whenever the soil dries
to a depth of 3 to 5 inches.



‘Hall" almond

Shot hole and Rhizopus
fungus can ruin crops of al-
monds if rains occur in spring-
time or summer. Navel orange
worms make wormy kernels if
almonds are not sprayed at
hull erack (split-hull) stage or
harvested promptly or if old
nuts are left on the tree where
worms can overwinter. Mites
may attack foliage. Birds are a
big problem; They will flock to
a heavily fruiting tree,

Varieties

‘All-in-One’ This variety
flowers between mid- and late
season and is self-fruitful. The
tree is small and bears heavy
crops of soft-shelled ‘Nonpa-
reil’-quality nuts. Use as polli-
nator for ‘Nonpareil’ and
‘Texas'. Origin: California.
‘Garden Prince’ The flowers
bloom in midseason and the
tree is self-fruitful. This is a
genetic dwarf that grows only
10 to 12 feet tall at maturity.
It is small enough to be used
as a container tree. The me-
dium-sized nuts are sweet and
soft shelled. Origin: California.
‘Hall’ (‘Hall's Hardy’) This
late-flowering almond bears
heavy crops. The medium-

sized, sweet-flavored nuts
have hard shells. The tree is
partially self-fruitful but bears
heavier erops with pollinator
‘Texas', Origin: Kansas.

‘Ne Plus Ultra’ (‘Neplus”)
This variety flowers very early
and is not a good choice for
late-frost regions. Nuts are
large, long, and narrow in soft
shells. A good pollinator for
this one is ‘Nonpareil', Origin:
California.

‘Nonpareil’ A midseason
bloomer, this is the standard
commercial almond. It is
adapted to nearly all almond-
growing areas but experiences
bud failure in the hottest re-
gions. The nut is large and
thin-shelled with excellent fla-
vor. Pollinators are ‘All-in-
One’, ‘Hall', ‘Ne Plus Ultra', or
‘Texas', Origin: California.
‘Texas’ (‘Mission’) The
flowers form late, and the tree
bears heavily. The nuts are
hard shelled and small, with a
sweet almond flavor. Polli-
nators are ‘All-in-One’, ‘Hall’,
or ‘Nonpareil'. Origin: Texas.

Chinese chestnut

Chestnuts

Of all the nut trees, the chest-
nut must be the most roman-
tie: No poet has immortalized
the spreading walnut tree, no
lyricist captured the mood of
filberts roasting by an open
fire. But in the past 80 years

the chestnut romance has
been a tragic one, for the
American chestnut (Castanea
dentata)—once an important
forest and timber tree and the
source of small but flavorful
nuts—has been brought to the
edge of extinction in its native
range by an exotic bark dis-
ease. It survives in its old fer-
ritory as stump sprouts, many
of which reach bearing age
before being hit again by

the blight.

Experimentation continues
in the quest for a blight-resis-
tant seedling and the creation
of hybrids between the Ameri-
can species and European and
Asian chestnuts that will cap-
ture the American nut quality.

Currently the American chest-
nut can be grown safely only
in blight-free regions west of
the Rocky Mountains.

The chestnuts generally
available for home planting
include the European chestnut
(also called Spanish or Ital-
ian), the Chinese chestnut,
and hybrids between Euro-
pean and Chinese that involve
the American species. The
Japanese chestnut, C.
crenata, produces a large nut
but the quality is inferior to
that of the others.

Chinese chestnut, C.
mollissima, will grow in
regions that produce good
peaches; the tree is hardy to
about -15° F. It is slightly sus-
ceptible to chestnut blight, but
pruning out infected branches
usually controls the problem.
The mature size is 60 feet high
with a spread of 40 feet. Com-
pared to the European chest-
nut, the nuts are smaller—
although nut size varies—and
it is drier and not as highly
flavored.



European chestnut (C.
sativa) can reach 100 feet tall
by 100 feet wide, though 40 to
60 feet in both directions is
more typical in gardens. Its
successful range is the same

as that for its Chinese counter-

part except that blight suscep-
tibility rules it out of eastern
gardens. Nuts are larger and
more flavorful than are those
of the Chinese species. Euro-
pean chestnuts are the chest-
nuts usually sold in markets.

Hybrid chestnuts are be-
coming more widely available
as nut growers strive for the
perfect combination of a large,
flavorful nut on a blight-resis-
tant tree. Most hybrids are
simply sold as seedlings, usu-
ally with ancestry indicated.

Chestnuts grow rapidly,
starting to bear three to five
years after planting. Despite
their fast growth they are
long-lived trees. All chestnuts
are big trees, definitely a con-
sideration where space is lim-
ited. And for a nut crop you
need another tree as a polli-
nator. The trees are an on-
going source of litter—from
fallen catkins in spring (bear-
ing pollen that many people
find foul smelling), burrs at
harvest time, and fallen au-
tumn foliage that is prickly
and tough.

The best soil is one that
is deep, well-drained, not
alkaline, and reasonably fer-
tile. Young trees achieve best
growth with regular watering;
mature trees will need some
supplementary watering only
where summers are hot and
dry. If the soil is good, the
trees usually need no
fertilizer.

See page 47 for pruning
and training instructions.

Chestnut burrs split open
in early fall, releasing one to
three nuts, Gather up the har-
vest daily, dry nuts for a day
or two in the sun, then store
dry at a cool but not freezing
temperature.

Chinese chestnut

Chestnut blight, as men-
tioned above, determines
which chestnuts will grow
where. In blight-infested re-
gions only the Chinese chest-
nut and possibly a few hybrids
are safe to plant. Wherever
oak-root fungus is present in
the West, plant the resistant
European chestnut, American
chestnut, or hybrids between
the two.

Varieties

‘Colossal’ One of a few
named hybrids, this is sold in
the West. In ancestry it is at
least part European. The nuts
are large, flavorful, and peel
easily. Origin: California.
‘Silver Leaf® This hybrid is
so named because the leaf un-
dersides turn silver at the
time of nut fall. Smaller than
‘Colossal’ but with similar
sweet flavor. Origin: Unknown.

Filberts
(Hazelnuts)

Filberts and hazelnuts are one
and the same. Species hail
from Europe, North America,
and eastern and western Asia.
One European species,
Corylus avellana, is called
European filbert, and both

North American species,

C. americana and C. cornuta,
are often referred to as Ameri-
can hazelnuts. But there is no
strict naming convention.

The standard nut-produc-
ing filberts are inclined to
grow into large, suckering
shrubs that form patches or
thickets in time. They are usu-
ally trained into small trees
reaching 15 to 25 feet tall.
This adaptability to training
and relatively small size make
the filbert the most versatile
landscape subject of all the
nut trees. As a small tree it
will easily fit into small gar-

dens with room left over for
other plants; treated as a
shrub it can be used singly or
as a dual-purpose hedge. It is
beautiful in either form.

Its rounded, ruffled leaves
are attractive in their green
spring and summer phase, and
in fall they turn a pleasing
clear to rusty yellow. During
winter the long male catkins
decorate bare branches. Fil-
berts usually start to bear at
4 years and have an average
50-year productive lifespan.

The European species, C.
avellana and C. maxima,
have produced the principal
cultivars that furnish commer-
cial nuts. These same cultivars
are top choices for the home
gardener in regions where fil-
bert blight—an incurable bark
fungus—is not present. In
blight-infested regions, look
for hybrid filberts: crosses be-
tween European filberts and
resistant American species. All
European and hybrid filberts
need a second filbert as a
pollinator.



Immature filberts

Climate is a major consid-
eration in choosing which
filberts to grow. East of the
Rocky Mountains, European
filberts are best where winter
lows range between -10° F and
+10°F; in the West the range
is -10° F to +20° F. The Euro-
pean-American hybrids extend
the growing territory to re-
gions that dip to -20° F. The
female filbert blossoms appear
in mid- to late winter or earli-
est spring, and they will be
ruined if the temperature
drops below 15° F

Filberts do best when
planted in a deep, well-
drained, fertile, slightly acid
soil. But as long as drainage is
good, they can grow in soils
that are shallow, sandy, or of
low fertility. Plant in full sun
for best nut production, Where
summer rainfall is regular, fil-
berts need little or no supple-
mentary watering. But water
regularly during dry spells and
in dry-summer areas.

As long as leaf color re-
mains dark green and nut pro-
duction is good, plants need no
fertilizer. If color and growth
diminish, give plants nitrogen

at the start of the growing pe-
riod; check with your county
or state agricultural extension
for recommended amounts.
See page 48 for pruning
and training instructions.
Early autumn harvest in-
volves picking nuts from the
ground after they have been
released from their enclosing
husks. If you want to be cer-
tain to beat hungry wildlife to
the crop, pick nuts just as soon
as you can twist them in their
husks. Though nuts are not
fully colored at that time, they
are completely ripe and will
color up after picking. Place
nuts in the sun to dry for sev-
eral days before storing in

‘cool, but not freezing, tem-

peratures. Heavy crops tend to
come in alternate years.

The most serious—and geo-
graphically limiting—disease
is eastern filbert blight, a bark
fungus that attacks European
filberts in particular, There is
no cure; the best way to cope
with the disease is to avoid
planting susceptible cultivars.
The eastern American C.
americana is a carrier for the

Filbert trained as a shrub

disease but is unaffected by if.
The only fairly safe areas for
European cultivars east of the
Rocky Mountains are where no
American hazelnuts grow. The
blight also has spread to
Washington State, and strict
quarantines are in place to
prevent its spread to other
filbert-growing regions in

the West.

A bacterial filbert blight
common in the Northwest can
be controlled by pruning out
infected wood (sterilizing
pruning shears affer each cut)
during the dormant season
and by spraying just in ad-
vance of fall rains. The filbert-
worm can attack developing
nuts, burrowing inside and
devouring the kernels.

European Varieties
European filberts have the
largest and most flavorful
nuts, and are usually the best
choice if blight is not present.

‘Barcelona’ This is the stan-
dard commercial cultivar and
is also sold for home planting.
The nuts are round. Both
‘DuChilly’ and ‘Royal' will pol-
linate ‘Barcelona’. Origin:
southern Europe.

‘Butler’ This is a heavy
cropper that will pollinate ei-
ther ‘Barcelona’ or ‘Ennis’,
Origin: Oregon.

‘Daviana’ This light pro-
ducer of thin-shelled nuts is
grown mainly to pollinate
‘Barcelona’, ‘DuChilly’, and
‘Royal’. Origin: England.
‘DuChilly’ This produces a
flavorful, elongated nut that
must be hand picked since
most nuts do not fall freely
from the husk. Origin:
England.

‘Ennis’ This newer cultivar
has the high quality of ‘Barce-
lona’ but a heavier production
of larger nuts. Origin: Oregon.
‘Royal’ This produces a
larger nut than ‘Barcelona’
and ripens three to four weeks
ahead of all other cultivars,
Origin: Oregon.

Hybrid filberts have gener-
ally smaller nuts than the
European types, and the flavor
is less distinctive, but plants
are hardier (as mentioned
above) and have some resis-
tance to eastern filbert blight.
Standard cultivars are ‘Bixby’,
‘Buchanan’, ‘Potomac’, ‘Reed’,
‘Rush’, and ‘Winkler'.



Pecans

At heights of 70 feet or more,
with a spread nearly as great,
pecans are imposing shade
trees, For best nut production,
most pecan varieties need an-
other tree nearby as a polli-
nator, so commitment to a

pecan crop requires a consid-
erable investment in space.
One word describes the
best pecan climate: hot. A tree
needs a long summer with hot
days and nights in order to
produce fully ripe nuts. Out-
side of native pecan territory
in the southern and south
central United States, the
southwest desert regions (with
irrigation) offer congenial con-
ditions. In the upper South
and central Midwest, choose
from among the shori-season
cultivars referred to below.
Pecan cultivars fall into
two broad groups. The larger
and more widely planted of
the two is the group often
called “papershell” pecans.
They are reliably hardy where
winter temperatures descend
no lower than 0° F, and for nut
production they need a grow-
ing season of 270 to 290 days.
The smaller second group in-
cludes the northern or hardy
pecans, which grow in regions
where winter low fempera-
tures range from -10° to
+ 10° F; these varieties ripen
where the growing season is
as short as 170 to 190 days.
Papershell pecans are
divided into two categories
based on resistance o pecan
scab disease, which is preva-
lent where summer weather is
hot and humid. The eastern
varieties are disease resistant
and will grow throughout
papershell territory; suscep-
tible western cultivars are
limited to desert and dry
southwest areas.

‘Wichita' pecan

Pecans need deep, well-
drained soil that is slightly
acid (pH 6 to 7 is best). They
will not tolerate saline soils,
a limitation in some otherwise
acceptable desert regions.
Within their native range,
pecans get plenty of rainfall
during the growing season. In
dry-summer regions, or where
rainfall is skimpy, give trees
a deep soaking at least every
14 days so that nuts will fill
out well.

See page 48 for pruning
and training instructions.

Trees will start to bear at
b to 8 years after planting
and have a productive life
extending at least 70 years
beyond that.

Where soil is above pH 7
(neutral), zine deficiency may
show in a condition called
pecan rosette—clusters of
stunted leaves at branch ends.
Contact your county or state
agricultural agent for the best
corrective measures in your
area. Harvest time runs from
late summer well into fall, de-
pending on the variety. Most
nuts do not fall free from the
tree but have to be knocked
free with a long pole,

Pecan scab is the most
serious disease, especially in
humid-summer regions. Proper
cultivar selection will lessen
the problem, though even east-
ern papershells are not totally
immune. Aphids may appear
throughout pecan territory. In
the South and Southeast, the
season's first generation of an
insect known as the pecan nut
casebearer may damage new
shoots; later the second gen-
eration may infest the devel-
oping nuts, The pecan weevil
is the last pest to appear,
attacking nearly mature and
mature nuts.

Eastern Papershell Varieties

‘Desirable’ This is a heavy
cropper with brittle wood.
Pollinate with ‘Cheyenne’,
‘Stuart', or ‘Western Schley’.
Origin: Mississippi.

‘Mahan’ This produces a
very large nut. Pollinators
are ‘Cheyenne’ or ‘Western
Schley'. Origin: Mississippi.
‘Stuart’ The nuts are large,
and the tree is partially self-
fruitful but bears better crops
if pollinated by ‘Desirable’.
Origin: Mississippi.

Southeastern Papershell
Varieties

The United States Pecan Field
Station in Texas has developed
a number of varieties, all bear-
ing Indian-tribe names, that
will succeed in the humid
southeastern pecan territory.
The following are widely
available.

‘Cherokee’ This bears a
medium-sized nut, Pollinators
are ‘Mohawk' or ‘Wichita'.
Origin: Texas.

‘Cheyenne’ This medium-
sized nut variety can be polli-
nated by ‘Mohawk’, ‘Sioux’, or
‘Wichita'. Origin: Texas.
‘Kiowa’ This bears a large
nut. Pollinators are ‘Cherokee’
or ‘Cheyenne’. Origin: Texas.
‘Mohawk’ The tree bears
very large nuts and is partially
self-fruitful, but will produce
better if it is pollinated by
‘Cheyenne’ or ‘Western
Schley’. Origin: Texas.

‘Sioux’ This is a smaller-
than-average tree. Pollinators
are ‘Cheyenne’ or ‘Western
Schley'. Origin: Texas.



‘Eureka’ walnut

Western Papershell

Varieties

‘Western Schley’ (‘Western’)
This is a heavy producer of
elongated nuts. It has a wide
soil adaptability and is less af-
fected by zinc deficiency than
other cultivars. Pollinators

are 'Cheyenne’, ‘Mohawk', or
‘Wichita', Origin: Texas.
‘Wichita’ This produces
highly flavored, medium-sized
nuts. Weak crotches and brit-
tle wood leave it vulnerable to
wind damage, and its blossoms
are sensitive to late frosts. The
best pollinators are ‘Cherokee’,
‘Cheyenne’, or ‘Western
Schley'. Origin: Texas.

Northern (Hardy) Varieties

‘Major’ This cultivar is the
standard pecan in northern
gardens. The nut is medium to
small, and cracks easily. It
needs pollination from a late
pollen-shedding cultivar such
as ‘Colby’ or ‘Greenriver’,

Other widely available
cultivars are ‘Colby’, ‘Fritz',
‘Greenriver', and ‘Peruque’,
‘Major’ and ‘Peruque’ will
pollinate the other cultivars.
Origin: Kentucky.

Walnuts

Walnuts are both domestic and
foreign. Most familiar in the
marketplace—and certainly
most important to the home
gardener—is the so-called
English or Persian walnut
(Juglans regia), which hails

from southeastern Europe and

southwestern Asia. The nuts

are large, flavorful, and en-

closed in relatively thin shells.
The black walnut (./.

nigra) from the eastern

United States is famous for its
fine-tasting nut encased in a
shell of rocklike hardness.
Another eastern tree with a
similar reputation is the but-
ternut (J. cinerea). The west-
ern states have one important
native, J. hindsii, the Califor-
nia black walnut; it is valued
more as a rootstock on which
to graft English walnut culti-
vars than for its nuts.

‘Hartley' walnut

English walnuts are fast-
growing, heavy-textured trees.
The limb structure is thick
and sturdy, and mature height
may reach 60 feet with a
spread to match. These wal-
nuts will grow over quite a cli-
matic range, but the key to a
suceessful crop is proper culti-
var selection.

Where winter lows are nor-
mally -20° to -30° F, plant only
those designated as Carpa-
thian walnuts. These are fre-
quently seedling-grown trees
(rather than individual varie-
ties), the original stock of
which stems from the Carpa-
thian Mountains of eastern
Europe. If late spring frosts
are a feature of your area,
choose cultivars that leaf out
and shed their pollen late.
And if your winters are fairly
mild, select one of the culti-
vars that needs little winter
chill. Where summers are hot
and humid, the pecan will be a
better nut tree to plant be-
cause it is not-nearly as
disease prone as the walnut
under those conditions.

Some walnut varieties are
self-fruitful, and some need
pollinators—an important dis-
tinction if you have room for
only one tree. If you are al-
lergy prone, take note that
walnut pollen is a well-known
allergen.

Good soil for English wal-
nuts is fairly deep and defi-
nitely well-drained. The trees
need regular deep watering for
production of top-quality nuts
(trees are actually somewhat
drought tolerant) but cannot
tolerate moist soil continually
at the trunk base, Countless
old orchard trees have suc-
cumbed to crown rot when the
orchard has been converted to
a subdivision and the trees
subjected to lawn watering.

If a walnut and garden
must coexist, it's better to
have the tree at the garden
margin where routine water-
ing won't reach the trunk. The
best watering method for
walnuts is basin irrigation be-
neath the tree’s canopy. Form
an inner earth ring about a
foot out from the trunk so the
trunk will remain dry during
waterings.



Black walnut

Young trees may begin
bearing at b years and have a
life expectancy of around 100
years. Planted in good soil,
young trees should need no
fertilizer. Established bearing
trees may be helped by an an-
nual fertilizer application just
before they break dormancy.

Harvest time begins when
husks start to split and release
the enclosed nuts; this usually
occurs in late summer or early
autumn. At that time knock all
the nuts out of the trees (if
you wait for natural fall,
squirrels may beat you to
much of the crop), remove the
husks, spread the nuts in a
single layer, and dry for sev-
eral days.

Codling moth can damage
the nut crop in all walnut-
growing areas; the walnut
husk fly also zeros in on the
developing nuts but is more
prevalent in the west. Aphids
and spider mites are two pests
that favor walnut leaves, as
does the fungus anthracnose;
oystershell scale may affect
twigs and small branches.

English Walnut Varieties
for Western States

‘Carmelo’ This variety leafs
out late and bears extremely
large nuts. Origin: California.
‘Chandler’ The leaves fill
out midseason to late season.
The tree bears heavily. Yields
increase with ‘Hartley’ or
‘Franquette’ as the pollinator.
Origin: California.

‘Chico’ This fairly small
tree leafs out early. Origin:
California.

‘Concord’ This variety leafs
out in midseason. Along with
‘Placentia’, this is a good bet
for the mildest-winter regions.
Origin: California,

‘Eureka’ This variety leafs
out in midseason. Both the
tree and the nut are large. The
tree is slower to bear than
most. Use ‘Chico’ as a polli-
nator. Origin: California.
‘Franquette’ This variety
leafs out late, which makes it
well-adapted to the Northwest.
The large tree is slower than
average to bear and produces
light crops. Use ‘Chandler’ or
‘Hartley’ as a pollinator.
Origin: California.

‘Hartley’ This variety bears
good quality nuts at an early
age. The leaves fill out in mid-
season. Origin: California.
‘Howard’' This variety leafs
out in midseason. The tree is
small but a heavy producer.
Origin: California.

‘Payne’ This variety leafs
out early and bears heavily at
an early age. Use ‘Chico’ or
‘Eureka’ as the pollinator.
Origin: California.

‘Placentia’ Early to leaf out,
this large, early-bearing tree
needs very little winter chill.
Good for the mild winters of
Southern California. Origin:
California,

English Walnut Varieties
for Midwestern and Eastern
States

‘Adams', ‘Broadview’', ‘Colby’,
and ‘Mesa' are hardy named
cultivars of Carpathian stock
that do well in the coldest
regions where walnuts can

be grown.

Among standard (non-Car-
pathian) English walnuts, the
following cultivars have
proven their worth.

‘Hansen' This small iree
leafs out in midseason and
produces thin-shelled nuts.
Widely adapted. Origin: Ohio.
‘McKinster' Fairly late to
leaf out, this variety is a fa-
vorite in Ohio and Michigan.
Origin: Ohio.

‘Metcalfe’ Late to leaf out,
this is a productive English
walnut in New York. Origin:
New York.

‘Somers’ This tree leafs out
in midseason and ripens a crop
early. Origin: Michigan.

Black Walnut Varieties

‘Stabler’ This variety pro-
duces a nut that is fairly easy
to crack for a black walnut.
Origin: Maryland.

‘Thomas’ This is the most
popular and widely available
walnut. The large nuts have
excellent flavor. Origin:
Pennsylvania.

Catalog Sources
For Fruits,
Berries, and Nuts

The best place to buy fruit and
nut trees is your local nursery,
where you can see the plants
you are buying, and don't have
to pay shipping charges. But if
your local nursery can't get the
varieties you want, try some of
these fruit and nut nurseries. In
addition to the specialists listed
here, many general nurseries
carry fruit and nut trees.

Adams County Nursery
Box 108

Aspers, PA 17304

(717) 677-8105

Fruit specialists. Wholesale
and retail.

Ahrens Strawberry Nursery
RR 1

Huntingsburg, IN 47542

(812) 683-3055

Strawberries plus other
berries, grapes, and dwarf
Jruil trees.

W. F. Allen Co.

Box 1577

Salisbury, MD 21801
Strawberry specialists.
Catalog and planiing guide
lists over 30 varieties.
Wholesale and retail.

Bear Creek Nursery

Box 411

Northport, WA 89157

Large selection of antique and
hardy apples and nuts.
Bountiful Ridge

Nurseries, Inc.

Box 250

Princess Anne, MD 21853
(800) 638-9356

Fruit and nut specialists.
Brittingham Plant Farms
Box 2538

Salisbury, MD 21801

Catalog tncludes virus-free
strawberries, also raspberries,
blackberries, blueberries, and
grapes.

Bunting's Nurseries

Box 306

Selbyville, DE 19975

(302) 436-8231

Strawberry specialists.



